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for unhesitating obedience; what had to be done was to act
not reasonably but all together. He had torn to pieces the whole
fabric of treaties of a lying, fraudulent, criminal system. The
world would have to make up its mind to follow Germany.
Hitler had told me that morning what was his view of the
value of treaties. He was ready, he said, to sign anything. He
was ready to guarantee any frontier and to conclude a non-
aggression pact with anyone. It was a simpleton's idea that
expedients of this sort were not to be availed of because the
day might come when some formal agreement had to be
broken. Every pact sworn to was broken or became out of date
sooner or later. Anyone who was so fussy that he had to consult
his conscience about whether he could keep to a pact, whatever
the pact and whatever the situation, was a fool. Why not
please other people and ease one's own position by signing
pacts, if the other people thought that got them anywhere or
settled anything? He could conclude any treaty in good faith,
and yet be ready to break it in cold blood the next day, if that
was in the interest of the future of Germany.
In this connexion the Fuhrer spoke of the non-aggression pact
which had been concluded with Poland in the preceding May.
He had concluded it, he said, as a matter of course, and it
had been a useful step. I took the opportunity to return to the
subject of the possibilities of stable relations between Germany
and Poland, on which I had already touched. I mentioned the
statements Polish statesmen had made on the subject of the
supposed German aspirations in the Ukraine, and on Rosen-
berg's ideas, which were open to strong objection, and I tried to
emphasize the importance of preventing any threatened
encirclement, which in my opinion could at that time be done
only through good relations with Poland. The arguments
made more impression on the Fuhrer than they had done at
Geneva on the Propaganda Minister. Hitler seemed to see hi
Poland a rival whose realist assessment of the general European